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Darrell Abbott, also known as Diamond Darrell and Dimebag Darrell, was an American musician

and songwriter who was a co-founder of Pantera alongside his brother Vinnie Paul, and founder of

Damageplan. He was considered to be one of the driving forces behind groove metal. Abbott

formed Pantera in 1981 with his brother Vinnie Paul on drums. Originally, he called himself Diamond

Darrell Lance. The band was influenced with thrash metal acts such as Slayer, Megadeth, Venom,

and Metallica as well as traditional metal bands such as Black Sabbath, Iron Maiden,

MotÃƒÂ¶rhead, and Judas Priest. Shortly after singer Phil Anselmo joined Pantera, Darrell was

invited by Dave Mustaine to join Megadeth. Darrell was willing to join, but on the condition that

Mustaine also hire his brother Vinnie on drums. As Mustaine already had a drummer, Chuck Behler,

Darrell decided to stay with Pantera.
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